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May 14, 2022

Dear Amherst Families,

As I watch the news reports of today’s tragedy in a Buffalo grocery store, I know you join me in
expressing profound grief and sadness for the families affected by this senseless act of violence. Those
families will be in our thoughts this weekend and beyond. As we begin the week on Monday, our
counseling staff will be available to meet with any students who need support since an event of this
magnitude and one so close to home is difficult to process. If your child is having a difficult time
processing this news, please contact your child’s counselor.

News agencies are reporting this as a targeted hate crime. At Amherst, we are very proud of the
diversity within our district and will continue doing everything we can to promote that diversity within our
schools and school community. The safety and security of our students and families is of the utmost
importance to us. Please know we will continue to maintain a school culture of acceptance and respect
that enables all students to attend a safe and educationally stimulating environment each day. Behavior
that contradicts this expectation or any other outlined in our Code of Conduct, as you know, has not and
will not be tolerated.

On a daily basis within our school hallways, we promote tolerance and acceptance for all students and
staff. In situations like this, we will be responding to our students’ questions or concerns with messages
related to safety, security, support and reinforcing that our schools are a safe place. If you have any
questions, please contact your building principal or your child’s counselor.

Sincerely,

Anthony Panella, Superintendent
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